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SLAVERY IN THE SOUDAN. 





TERRIBLE SUFFERINGS OF GESSI 
PASHA. FOUR HUNDRED OF 
HIS FOLLOWERS STARVED TO 
DEATH. 





The following important letter, dated 
Khartoum, January, 1881, has been 
forwarded to us by our valued cor- 
respondent, Dr. Schweinfiirth. The 
sufferings of Gessi Pacha and his poor 
followers are more horrible than can be 
described. Their vessel shut in by im- 
passable beds of weed, they were as 
helpless as a shipwrecked crew drifting 
hopelessly on the wide ocean. It isa 
terrible picture :— 

THE EXISTENCE OF THE SLAVE- 

TRADE DENIED! 


With reference to the late polemical 
correspondence in the newspapers about 
the state of affairs in the Soudan, more 
especially about the slavery question, 
and in view of the public insinuations 
against the Government of Soudan, I 
was requested by parties in high po- 
sition, to sign, conjointly with influen- 
tial Europeans, consuls, and other dig- 
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nitaries of the town, a declaration, 
in which the above named publications 
should be stigmatized as falsehoods, 
and the entire suppression of slave- 
trading fully confirmed. It is needless 
to say that I could not entertain such 
a proposition. It is, of course, impos- 
sible for me to make common cause 


- with adventurers or other persons with 


selfish interests. I do not know if this 
movement was started by a higher 
authority, but feel inclined to believe 
it. 

The letter I have just received from 
the missionary in Nouba, is an unques- 
tionable proof of the then existing 
slave-trade, and effectually disproves all 
colourable and plausible statements to 
the contrary. I enclose a copy for your 
inspection. 


RESCUE OF GESSI PACHA. 


Gessi Pacha arrived here yesterday, 
emaciated, a living skeleton. In spite 
of all the troubles and har dships he 
had to endure, it is wonderful to see 
how he has retained his good spirits. 

He started on the 25th of September 
from Mischra-er-Rek together with 500 
or 600 persons—soldiers, prisoners, and 
their families,—in a steamer with four 
tow-boats. 

In Bahr-el-Ghazal they were unable’ 
to proceed owing to severe storms ac- 
companied by hail showers and enormous 
drifts of weed, the latter entirely en- 
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closing the ships, and keeping them in 
this desperate position three and a half 
months, without any prospect of being 
extricated. One month’s provision was 
all they had. 400 persons died of star- 
vation on board, and their corpses, lying 
in close proximity to the ships, poisoned 
both air and water. The famishing 
crew were forced to sustain their lives 
by eating grass and the dead bodies of 
their comrades. One ship had to be 
broken up and used for firewood. 

At last, on the 4th of January, help 
arrived. It was again our friend the 
well-known Marno, who, with the steamer 
Burden, broke through the “ Sett”’ and 
released the ships from their perilous 
position. The meeting between Gessi 
and Marno was a touching sight. Three 
cheers for Marno! It was only last 
year that he succeeded in clearing away, 
in five months, the “ Sett’”? which had 
been accumulating for 20 months, and 
providing the almost destitute southern 
inhabitants with the bare necessaries of 
life. He has again saved Gessi Pasha 
and some hundred souls from certain 
destruction. 

Gessi has brought with him, as corpus 
delicti, three eunuchs belonging to the 
manufacturers, Jussuf Pacha and Colerie, 
also the son of Sultan Munza’s brother, 
whom these rogues have likewise mur- 
dered. 

In conversing with these people I 
observe that in their language the name 
Munza is pronounced ‘* Mbunza,”’ which 
is a characteristic negro corruption. 
To-morrow we expect Raouf Pacha to 
return from his three-and-a-half months’ 
journey on the Abyssinian frontier, and 
shall then know what further steps 
Gessi will decide upon taking. 

I am well aware of the fact, that the 
three general consuls, also General Stone, 
and perhaps others, will soon receive 
voluminous epistles from certain quarters 
for the purpose of bringing themselves 
into notice, and also to defend and 
screen the Government of Soudan. The 
evil, however, cannot be remedied in this 
way. The political horizon in Soudan is 
not so clear and calm as one wishes the 
world to believe. 





The following interesting letter, which 
has been nearly six months on the road, 
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has come to us vid Khartoum. It gives 
a sad account of the slave-hunts that 
still take place in the Soudan, notwith- 
standing Egyptian official statements 
that the slave-trade has ceased :— 


“*T have now been for eight months 
at Nouba (at the south of Kordofan), 
and during this time my heart has been 
continually torn at the sight of the 
numerous expeditions made in these 
mountains by the Baggaras and the 
Gellabas. Every week we have seen 
slaves go by. Delen is the stronghold 
of these brigands. At one time there 
were five camps of Baggaras there. The 
only occupation of these shepherds is 
to steal! They have no guns; they 
are mounted on little horses and armed 
with lances, and they never return with- 
out booty—slaves, cattle, goats, and 
sheep. Amongst the chiefs may be 
noted China, Giond, Kharim, who, not 
content like the others to make razzias 
upon the neighbouring mountains, post 
themselves upon the roads where the 
poor mountaineers go and return in order 
to fetch their provisions, and these they 
rob of the grain that they bring back.” 


Here follow the names of 12 moun- 
tains in which these enormities take 
place; also the names of a number of 
their robber chiefs :— 


“Slavery is here as flourishing as ever; 
I have given you these names in order 
that you may make them known to 
those that are entrusted with the abo- 
lition of slavery. If you could write 
to the Consuls-General of England, 
France, &c., and to those journals which 
are opposed to the slave-trade, repre- 
senting to them the desolation of these 
poor mountaineers, what a service you 
would render to humanity.” 

* * * * 


“Yesterday a mounted Baggara as- 
saulted one of our girls. Happily one 
of our men was near at hand with his 
rifle, and he instantly ran to the help 
of the poor child. At the sight of the 
rifle the bandit fled. At this moment 
Ismail, who is so well known, has es- 
tablished his camp at Delen, where he 
is busy manufacturing swords and other 
weapons. Being asked if he was not 
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afraid of the soldiers at El Obeid, he 
suid ‘not at all.’ It is well known 
that during last year, being encamped 
there for the same cause, five soldiers 
came to Delen to levy contributions, 
and so far from being afraid of them, 
they and Ismail smoked together. As 
the Government of El Obeid receives 
slaves as contributions, how could they 
hinder these stealers of slaves. 

**One more word about Ismail. Four 
or five days ago four Nouba blacks 
went to his tent to offer him honey. 
When he beheld it, this excellent brigand 
took these poor men prisoners and sent 
them to the slave market of Birket.”’ 


Our correspondent, Dr. Schweinfiirth, 
in transmitting the above letter, thus 
describes the district in which these 
outrages take place: 


“Delen is situated to the south of 
El Obeid, the capital of Kordofan in 
the mountains of the Noubas, negro 
pagans, who for many ages have been the 
victims of razzias by the Mussulman 
tribes who surround them. Mehemet 
Ali, when he conquered Kordofan tried 
in vain to subjugate these innumerable 
little mountains, each one of which 
stands isolated forming an archipelago, 
un island in the midst of a prairie sea, 
extending between Kordofan and Dar- 
four on the one side and the Bahr Ga- 
zelle on the other. 

‘Under Mehemet Ali brigandage and 
slave-hunts were permanent institutions. 
At the present moment, after a period 
of 40 years, the Government pays its 
employés in slaves. ‘This unfortunate 
country is one of the oldest slave-hunt- 
ing grounds, and nothing has been 
changed up to the present time in this 
respect. The Egyptian Government, 
which has recently subdued the Bag- 
garas, who are Arab shepherds from the 
prairies to the south of Kordofan, does 
not exercise sufficient authority to pre- 
vent these crimes. As these scenes are, 
however, close to the military stations 
of Kordofan, whether it will or no, the 
Egyptian Government ought to be made 
to recognise its responsibility.” 

Our correspondent’s views are con- 
firmed by the following, which we ex- 
tract from the Egyptian Gazette of the 
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23rd and 26th February, which appears 
also to have received letters upon the 
slave-trade among the Noubas :— 

“Our correspondent, who had been among 
the Noubas, says, ‘If it were only one ex- 
pedition! But I have seen at least thirty 
such raids. It is a continual traffic. We 
saw the thieves, the assassins, arriving, leav- 
ing, and returning constantly. It is sad to 
tell these things; it is sadder to have to 
write them; but it is still sadder to have 
seen them, especially when we were power- 
less to do anything against these brigands, 
and could only sigh and promise to write 
on behalf of these poor mountaineers.’ 

“Tt would hardly be fair to blame the 
Egyptian Government for this lamentable 
state of matters, as, though the Baggaras 
have submitted themselves to the Egyptian 
Government, their submission is still of re- 
cent date, and is probably not complete, and 
in those districts the Government has not 
a sufficiently powerful force to maintain 
order in this unruly tribe. While making 
every allowance for the Government, we 
think it right to point out that the circum. 
stances we relate occurred only at a short 
distance from the frontier of an Egyptian 
province, and within a few days march of 
an Egyptian garrison. 

‘*The country inhabited by the Noubas 
is one of the oldest of the slave preserves. 

“We have never flinched from pointing 
out that while the status of domestic slavery 
in Egypt is legal, repression of the slave- 
trade will be impossible. Close the market 
once for all, and the contraband trade in 
slaves will die of itself. Till the Khedive 
and his Ministers take the bold and humane 
step of declaring slavery in Egypt abolished 
in toto, we must expect every now and then 
to have these heartrending reports sent us 
from Central Africa. A decree abolishing 
slavery in Egypt would prove indisputably 
to Europe what we know to be the case— 
that the Khedive and his Ministers are in 
earnest in their desire to eradicate this foul 
blot on the boasted civilisation of Egypt in 
the reign of Tewfik I.” 





“ Sir,—In your current number you assert 
that you ‘have never flinched from pointing 
out that while the status of domestic slavery 
in Egypt is legal, repression of the slave- 
trade will be impossible.’ 
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“ Allow me to offer you one fact in con- 
firmation of the opinion upon which you 
base this assertion. It is this. During the 
recent religious festival at Cairo, two English- 
men, well acquainted with Egypt, were at 
the trouble of counting the number of 
eunuchs shamelessly paraded in attendance 
on Turkish ladies. One of them tells me he 
saw 133, the other that he enumerated 138. 

“ Now, if 140 eunuchs, more or less, were 
abroad, on horseback. or on the carriage- 
boxes of their owners, how many more 
must have been left at home ‘to mind the 
baby ?” 

“ Yet one of your French contemporaries, 
speaking of the alleged, but still unproved, 
determination of the Government to put 
down the slave-trade, makes no allusion 
whatever to this, the most unsavoury, but at 
the same time perhaps the most important 
branch of the subject; and, apologising for 
domestic slavery on account of its mildness, 
says not a word of the cruel fate of these 
unhappy beings, nor of that of the still 
more unhappy victims of a momentary pas- 
sion, of whom they are the gaolers. It has 
been said that if you want to roast an Irish- 
man you can always find another Irishman 
to turn the spit. May I add, that if you 
wish to find an excuse for a Turkish atrocity 
you have only to apply to a Frenchman ?— 

“Yours obediently, 
* CHEops. 

“ Cairo, 23rd February, 1881.” 


DR. DUTRIEUX UPON THE 
ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SLAVE- 
TRADE CONVENTION. 





We have received from our esteemed 
correspondent Dr. Dutrieux, of Alex- 
andria, two long and admirable letters 
respecting the action taken by com- 
petent tribunals under the above con- 
vention, and pointing out how entirely 
these courts are formed in favour of 
the masters and against the interests of 
the slaves. 

He cites specially articles 32, 33, 34 
of the Convention which may be found 
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printed in full in Reporter, November, 
1877. 


As Dr. Dutrieux remarks, the fact of 
the accused being brought before a 
court-martial, would appear at’ first 
sight to present an appearance of se- 
verity and a determination to enforce 
justice in the most inflexible manner. 
But he warns us strongly not to be carried 
away by any such appearance, as these 
courts-martial are composed entirely of 
native officers, selected by the War Minis- 
ter. These men, he states, are brought up 
‘in the firm belief of the complete legality, 
both religious and political, of the in- 
stitution of slavery. They have them- 
selves as many slaves as their means 
will allow them to keep, and they would 
be very careful not to replace them by 
free servants, should they happen to 
lose them by accident or by sickness. 
In this latter case, they would only 
fill the void in their harems by ap- 
plying to slave merchants! It is thus 
that the native officers who are called 
upon to pronounce judgment on the 
dealers in human flesh, whether at 
Cairo or at Khartoum, or at Souakim, 
are united in a moral complicity, which 
must often cause the sword of the law 
to fall from their hands.” 

Dr. Dutrieux expresses, in strong 
terms, his opinion of the absurd contra- 
diction ‘* which entrusts the repression 
of the slave-trade, from Assouan to 
Alexandria, to a European officer, and 
simultaneously appoints to important 
posts in the Government of the Soudan, 
and the shores of the Red Sea, native 
officers such as Raouf Pacha and Ali 
Pacha Rodah, whose incredible reports 
to Riaz Pacha you have no doubt 
read.” 

Dr. Dutrieux considers that person- 
ally the Khedive has the suppression 
of the slave-trade very much at heart, 
but as his ministers do not share his 
enlightened views he can only go as far 
as they will permit him. ‘‘ When Riaz 
Pacha, not without some resistance, 
signed the appointment of Count della 
Sala, he should also have superseded 
Raouf Pacha and Ali Pacha Rodah by 
honest and capable Europeans. After 
the settlement of the financial position 
of the country, the Egyptian Minister, 
if he had been ever so little of a states- 
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man, would have thought of the moral 
situation, and of liquidating that debt 
for so longa time contracted by his 
country to the civilized world, a bold 
stroke, which would have made his 
name famous ; he might have put at the 
head of his political programme ‘ The 
Abolition of Slavery,’ from which 
would have followed, in logical se- 
quence, the total suppression of the 
slave-trade. 

“This attitude would have dispelled 
the most inveterate mistrust. But Riaz 
Pacha has allowed his opportunity to 
pass away. 

‘This minister, whom Europe has only 
seen through the prism of a financial 
re-organization, due to the European 
Commissioners, has mistaken his weak- 
ness for strength. ‘This weakness was 
revealed in a lamentable manner by the 
military sedition which took place on 
February Ist, in Cairo.”” Dr. Dutrieux 
goes on to describe the causes of the 
military insurrection, but as it has al- 
ready been discussed by the English 
press it need not be introduced here. 

He tells us also that there has been a 
great talk of a circular put forth by 
Riaz Pacha with the apparent object of 
completing the Egyptian Convention in 
a more liberal sense, and specifying 
that henceforth purchasers of slaves 
shall be liable to the same penalties that 
attach to the sellers of slaves. 

This he declares is ‘‘ Much Ado about 
Nothing,” since the same law is clearly 
declared in the Convention itself, Ar- 
ticle 11. 

The remainder of Dr. Dutrieux’s 
valuable letter is occupied in advocating 
the formation of a mixed court with a 
European majority. It is needless to say 
that this is a course which we, ourselves, 
have constantly advocated, and one which 
we shall continue to urge upon the 
English Government. 

In the Revue de Droit International 
et de Legislation Comparée, published 
at Ghent, in 1877, this question is fully 
discussed by Dr. Dutrieux, under the 
title “‘ La question judiciaire en Egypte.” 








TRAFFIC IN WHITE OR 
CIRCASSIAN SLAVES. 


In an interesting letter, which we 
regret that our space will not allow us 
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to quote in full, Dr. Dutrieux points 
out that the clause in the Convention 
which forbids the traffic in white slaves, 
male or female, in Egypt or any of her 
dependencies, is qualified by another 
clause, which states that this prohibition 
shall take effect in seven years from 
date of signature of the Treaty. Thus, 
until August 4th, 1884, the traffic of 
white slaves, which are purely articles 
de luxe, intended for the harems of the 
rich, is permitted, whilst the traffic in 
black slaves is prohibited from date of 
the signature of the Convention with- 
out any saving clause of seven years! 

This is clearly a case of one law for 
the rich and another for the poor, and 
is an additional proof, were any wanted, 
that the Anglo-Egyptian Convention is 
sadly in need of revision. We agree 
with Dr. Dutrieux that the time has 
come when this revision ought to be 
rigorously enforced. 








Dr. SCHWEINFURTH. 


“Dr. ScHWEINFURTH has just left 
for Aden. The main object of his pre- 
sent journey is to explore the island of 
Socotra, which, since the time of 
Wellstead and Haines in 1836, has not 
received any attention from men of 
science. The fora and the fauna of 
the island, which are completely un- 
known, will receive special attention at 
the hands of Dr. Schweinfiirth, who has 
devoted himself from his boyhood to 
the science of botany. The doctor not 
only is entitled to the highest rank as 
an explorer in the “‘heart of Africa,” but 
can claim two qualifications which no 
African traveller had possessed before 
this time. He is a scientific botanist 
and also an accomplished draughtsman. 
It will, therefore, be with some interest 
that his reports from Socotra will be 
looked for. However, like all other 
African travellers who have seen the 
horrors of the slave trade, Dr. Schwein- 
firth is not at all likely to confine 
himself to purely scientific enquiries ; 
the slave trade, which is still being 
clandestinely carried on, on the coasts 
of the Red Sea, will receive attention, 
and we may hope soon to have reliable 
accounts from a trustworthy observer, 
whose unsupported testimony will carry 
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more weight than reams of official 
reports. Dr. Schweinfiirth will pro- 
bably be absent about three months, as 
he purposes returning to Egypt about 
the time of the south-west monsoon.” — 
Egyptian Gazette. 


PRESIDENT GARFIELD ON THE 
NEGRO RACE. 


In his inaugural address delivered at 
Washington on the 4th inst., President 
Garfield thus wisely spoke of the pres- 
ent and future condition of the colored 
freed men of the United States. 


The will of the nation, speaking with the 
voice of battle, and through an amended 
Constitution, has fulfilled the great promise 
of 1776 by proclaiming liberty throughout 
the land to all the inhabitants thereof. The 
elevation of the negro race from slavery to 
the full rights of citizenship is the most 
important political change we have known 
since the adoption of the Constitution of 
1787. No thoughtful man can fail to appre- 
ciate its beneficent effect upon our institu- 
tions and people. It has freed us from the 

rpetual danger of war and dissolution ; 
it has added immensely to the moral and 
industrial forces of our people; it has 
liberated the master as well as the slave from 
a relation which wronged and enfeebled 
both ; it has surrendered to their own guar- 
dianship the manhood of more than five 
millions of people, and has opened to each 
one of them a career of freedom and useful- 
ness; it has given a new inspiration to the 
"sad of self-help in both races, by making 
abour more honourable to one and more 
necessary to the other. The influence of 
this force will grow greater and greater, and 
bear richer fruit with coming years. No doubt 
the great change has onan serious disturb- 
ance to our Southern community. This is to 
be deplored, though it was unavoidable ; but 
those who resisted the change should re- 
member that, under our institutions, there 
was no middle ground for the negro race 
between slavery and equal citizenship. 
There can be no permanently disfranchised 
peasantry in the United States. Freedom 
can never yield its fulness of blessings so 
long as the law or its administration places 
the smallest obstacle in the pathway of any 
virtuous citizen. The emancipated race have 
already made remarkable progress. With 
unquestioning devotion to the Union, with 
patience and gentleness, not born of fear, 
they have followed the light as God gave 
them to sec the light. They are rapidly lay- 
ing material foundations of self-support, 
widening the circle of their intelligence, and 
beginning to enjoy the blessings that gather 
around the homes of the industrious poor. 
They deserve the generous encouragement of 











[MARCH, 1881. 


all good men. So faras my authority can 
lawfully extend, they shall enjoy the full and 
equal protection of the Constitution and 
laws. Their free enjoyment of equal suff- 
rage is still in question, and a frank state- 
ment of the issue may aid its solution. 


After some very excellent remarks on 
the suffrage question, the president 
alludes to the necessity of education 
amongst the masses of the people, both 
white and colored. 


But the danger which arises from ignor- 
ance in the voter cannot be denied. It 
covers a field far wider than that of negro 
suffrage ; and, inthepresent condition of that 
race, it is a danger that lurks and hides in the 
sources and fountains of power in every 
State. 

a * * * 

The census has already sounded the alarm 
in the appalling figures which mark how 
dangerously high the tide of illiteracy has 
arisen among our voters and their children. 
To the South this question is of supreme 
importance, but the responsibility for the 
existence of slavery does not rest upon the 
South alone. The nation itself is responsi- 
ble for the extention of the suffrage, and is 
under special obligations to aid in removing 
the illiteracy which it has added to the voting 
population. For the North and South alike 
there is but one remedy. All the Constitu- 
tional power of the nation and of the States, 
and all the volunteer forces of the people, 
should be summoned to meet this danger by 
the saving influence of universal education. It 
is the high privilege and the sacred duty of 
those now living to educate their successors, 
and fit them by intelligence and virtue for 
the inheritance which awaits them. In this 
beneficent work, sections and races should 
be forgotten, and partisanship should be 
unknown. Let our people find a new mean- 
ing in the Divine Oracle, which declares 
that ‘a little child shall lead them,” for our 
little children will soon control the destinies 
of the Republic. 


THE TURKS OF THE DAY, 
(By a Recent VIistToR.) 
Some Domestic INsTITUTIONS. 
Tue Harem, 


So much has been said by English travel- 
lers in Turkey regarding the brighter side of 
polygamy, and the system under which 
women are placed throughout the empire, 
that most Englishmen on visiting the country 
are inclined to regard the Turk’s peculiar 
domestic institutions with, at least, some 
degree of favour. I should be much sur- 
prised, however, if any prepossessions of 
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this kind which the traveller might have 
formed did not speedily vanish upon actual 
acquaintance with the condition of affairs. 
At first sight, indeed, the visitor may think 
that there is no ground for complaint in the 
condition of the women of Turkey. They 
go about the streets of Stamboul in large 
numbers; they frequent the bazaars and the 
shops, and they seem everywhere to enjoy 
as much freedom of action as their Western 
sisters. But the yashmuk which hides their 
faces from the gaze of the passers-by, and 
the hideous brown silk cloak which converts 
to one repellant uniformity the figures of 
the young and of the old, of the symmetrical 
and the mis-shapen, are only symbolical of 
that condition of real slavery and degrada- 
tion in which Turkish women are held. In 
sailing up the Bosphorous, or in walking 
through the streets of Constantinople, itis 
an easy matter to distinguish the houses of 
the Turks from those of the Christians, inas- 
much as the former invariably have a prison 
attached to them. For what isthe harem 
but a prison? The windows are barred 
more closely than those of one of our English 
gaols; and no sign of life is allowed to 
present itself. The inmates are fed and 
clothed, and are permitted to go hither and 
thither, but always at the will of their lord 
and master. The slaves of a South Carolina 
plantation in the days before the Civil War 
were not more absolutely at the mercy of 
their owner than are the women of a harem 
at the mercy of the man to whom it belongs. 
They have no social rights, no personal 
liberties save those which he chooses to give 
them. Within the walls of the harem he is 
absolute master, even life itself being 
practically at his command. And be it 
observed, that this applies to women of rank, 
education, and refinement, as well as to the 
lower orders. I saw ladies driving about 
the suburbs of Pera who, so far as one could 
judge, had a bearing and appearance which 
would have done credit to Hyde Park or the 
Bois de Boulogne. And yet what were they 
but slaves at the mercy of some man who 
possibly knew no law save his own passions ! 
This bondage of the one sex to the other is 
unquestionably one of the great curses of 
Turkish society, and it is truly amazing that 
for a system so loathsome English apologists 
should have been found. 
SLAVERY. 
We are sometimes told that slavery has 
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really ceased to exist in European Turkey. 
No idea could be more erroneous. Itistrue 
that the old slave-market of Stamboul, 
the slave market where beauty was exposed 
in all its loveliness and publicly appraised 
at the market price, exists no longer. The 
Pachas were quite shrewd enough to know 
that it would be dangerous to allow Europe 
to be scandalised any longer by such a 


“spectacle as that; and, accordingly, they 


closed the market where the traffic in human 
flesh was carried on in the light of day. 
But, in a quiet and unostentatious, though 
hardly surreptitious manner, that traffic is 
still in full swing. Great care is taken to 
hide its mysteries from the Franks, but those 
mysteries are freely laid open to all 
Mussulmans. The Pachas still recruit their 
harems and obtain domestic servants for 
their palaces by direct purchase from the 
slave-dealers. A friend of mine lived for 
many months next door to a house in which 
Georgian and Circassian girls were kept after 
their purchase by the slave-dealers until the 
time when they were fit to go into the harem. 
Great care is taken to improve the bodies of 
groupsof eunuchs who may almost constantly 
be seen lolling in the sun smoking cigarettes 
and laughing insolently at any passers-by 
who may happen to attract their attention. 
The institution of the eunuchs, it need 
hardly be said, is part and parcel of the 
institution of the harem. No Turkish 
gentleman of fashion considers his establish- 
ment complete unless it contains one or 
more of these wretched creatures. It is 
impossible, in writing for the general public, 
to speak freely upon this subject; but it?s 
necessary that those who wish to understand 
the present condition of Turkey should be 
aware of ‘the enormous influence which is 
possessed by these slaves, the very reason 
of whose existence is the subservience of the 
woman to the man. I said in my previous 
communication that the Sultan’s most con- 
fidential adviser was an eunuch; and it is 
through no mere accident that one of these 
creatures holds this position in the counsels 
of the Sovereign. For centuries they have 
held a high, ifnot the highest, place in the 
Ottoman Empire. To be the chief eunuch 
is to be master of that empire. Life and 
death, the revenues of the State, all the posts 
of honour and influence throughout the 
country, are more or less in the hands of 
the man who is the chosen body-servant of 
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these poor creatures; and by good food, 
constant bathing, and other means, they are 
raised to a high standard of comeliness. 
But their minds are left a complete blank. 
They are beautiful animals, andnothing more. 
And yet at this moment great European 
questions may be settled or unsettled by the 
caprice or the venal intrigues of one of these 
women! The daughters of the Pachas are 
of course in many instances altogether 
different in stamp from the slaves of the 
harem. Some of the more enlightened among 
the Turkish upper classes have French and 
English governesses, and seck in all possible 
ways to Europeanise their daughters. But 
the ordinary slave or wife remains to the end 
a mere animal ; and in too many cases, even 
those who have received a varnish of Western 
accomplishments, lose it under the friction 
of life in the harem when they become in 
turn the wives of other Pashas. 


Evunvcus. 


At the doors of all the larger palaces, and 
in particular at those of the Imperial palaces 
occupied by members of the Osmanli family, 
stands the eunuch of the Sultan, the chief 
minister to his pleasures. And this person is 
probably a Nubian slave, who can neither 
read nor write, and who has been brought 
up amid all the unspeakably degrading 
and loathsome associations of the order 
to which he belongs. Yet there are 
still persons who do not understand the 
perversity of the so-called Turkish Govern- 
ment, and others who indignantly protest 
against the notion that the Porte is not 
entitled to all the consideration which is 
shown towards the most enlightencd of civi]- 
ised Powers. 

It is but the other day that a great state 
ceremonial was carried out in Stamboul. It 
wus the installation of a new chief eunuch. 
Ministers are made and dismissed almost 
unobserved. The populace pay no heed 
to the never-ending transmutations of the 
Pachas. But when it came to be a question 
of the appointment of a new eunuch, every- 
body was interested and excited. So great 
is the influence of the eunuchs in all state 
affairs, that it is generally believed that the 
most enlightened of modern Turks, Raouf 
Pacha, was dismissed from office because 
he wished to prevent their appearance in 
State ceremonies. Let me mention another 
fact for enlightenment of those who labour 
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under the delusion that the Turkey of 
to-day stands on a par with Western nations, 
and may therefore be safely judged by 
Western standards. When any eunuch, 
whether attached to the Seraglio or to a 
private harem, enters one of the tramcars 
in Stamboul, all the Turks who may happen 
to be in the vehicle immediately rise, salaam 
profoundly, and remain standing till the 
great man has chosen a seat for himself! 
Leeds Mereury. 


THE BOERS AND SLAVERY IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


The British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society has issued a pamphlet on this 
subject, in which a large amount of 
evidence from slaye-trade papers and 
and other documents is put together, 
with the view of proving that many 
statements, made by partisans of the 
Boers in this country are not founded 
on fact. 

It was stated :— 


(1.) That the Boers did not abandon Cape 
Colony “ in order to escape compliance 
with the Slave Emancipation Act.” 

(2.) That the “slaughter of men and 
women alike” was simply a matter 
of self defence, and that the “ en- 
slavement of the children ” did not 
take place ; “ the Boers,” it was urged, 
“took them away, and brought them 
up as servants; and to say that they 
are slaves, is ridiculous indeed ;"’ in other 
words, that slavery did not exist in the 
Transvaal. 


These statements are disproved by 
quotations from numerous official docu- 
ments, but we can only now refer our 
readers to the pamphlet itself, which is 
published at the offices of the Society, 
55, New Broad Street. Price sixpence. 

Some hostile criticism has been 
passed upon this publication, but the 
friends of the Boers have failed to show 
that the system of indenture—imboek- 
ing—is anything short of slavery. 

A Dutch clergyman, now residing at 
Utrecht, but formerly in the Transvaal, 
having stated in the Echothat the ‘‘facts’”” 
put forth in the Anti-Slavery Society’s 
pamphlet were only “ fancies,” has been 
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challenged by Mr. F. W. Chesson, Sec- 
retary of the Aborigines Society in the 
following pithy letter. Up to the present 
time we have not heard that the 
reverend gentleman has answered 
Mr. Chesson’s very pertinent ques- 
tion :— 
To the Editor of the Echo. 


Sir,—A little less than ten years ago I 
received a letter from the Rev. Leon Cachet, 
a Dutch clergyman, residing at Utrecht, in 
the Transvaal, dated March, 30th, 1871, in 
which he expressed his belief that the in- 
fluence of the Dutch Reformed Church and 
the English Churches, together with the 
fear of interference on the part of Natal, 
the almost entire abandonment of Zoutpans- 
berg by the Boers, and other causes, ‘‘ had 
acted together to put a stop to the open trade 
in children,” and madeit probable thatslavery 
would soon be a thing of the past. M. Cachet 
further said that “ the Pretorius or Boer party 
was known by insolence, stupidity, lethargy, 
ignorance of all affairs beyond their farms, 
hatred of Europeans, civilisation, pro- 
gress, and of Englishmen and Kaffirs in 
particular.’ He also declared that Pretorius 
had so abused his power that there was a 
general desire for a new grondwet or charter. 
if this hope were realised, he expected that 
anew President would be chosen from the 
neighbouring colony, and that then “ slavery 
would be more fully suppressed.”” M. Cachet, 
in fact, frankly admitted that the Boers had 
practised slavery, although he hoped that 
a better state of things was ubout to be 
established. 

I should like to ask your correspondent, 
M. Leon Cachet, of Leyden, who states that 
he lived for fifteen years among the Boers, 
whether he is my old correspondent? And, 
if so, how he reconciles his letter to me with 
the sweeping statement he now makes in 
your columns—that the Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety’s “ facts” about slavery in the Trans- 
vaal are mere “ fancies” ? 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
F. W. CuEsson. 

March 6th. 


We have only space to add the fol- 
lowing from a recent issue of the Cape 
Argus :— 


The world ought to know it, and investi- 
gation will only bring out more fully the 
horrible details, that an unbroken practice 
of slavery has been one of the peculiar in- 
stitutions of the Transvaal, mixed up with 
all its social and political lite. It has been 
at the root of all their wars, and has been 
characterised by all those circumstances 
which have so often roused the indignation 
of Great Britain. The Boers have not only 
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fallen on unsuspecting kraals simply for the 
purpose of obtaining the women, children, 
and cattle, but they have carried on a traffic 
through natives, who have kidnapped the 
children of their weaker neighbours and 
sold them to the white man, the Boers 
having sold and exchanged their victims 
among themselves. The testimony of the 
best informed and most reliable of those 
Christian men who have lived in this terri- 
tory, and of the missionaries who have la- 
boured among the people, is simply heart- 
rending. This is what Mr. Marensky, the 
German missionary, says :— 

“The Transvaal is a vast reserve for the 
slave-trade; a region over which the lust of 
land, and cattle, and of the bodies of men, 
may hold its devastating sway.” 

Mr. Machtigal, of the Berlin Missionary 
Society, who had resided for many years in 
the Transvaal, spoke at a public meeting in 
similar terms. He added that the conduct 
of the Boers was in conflict with all the laws 
of civilized nations. 





THE INDIAN SLAVE TRAFFIC 
IN BRAZIL. 


From the Rio News of February 
15th, 1881, we extract portions of an 
excellent Editorial on this subject. It 
is one that certainly claims the at- 
tention of the Brazilian Government, 
and ought not to be allowed to exist at 
the present time :— 





The inhuman commerce is still openly 
practiced all along the Amazon, and the 
wretched Indian children are carried up and 
down the Amazon in steamers, subsidized 
by the imperial and provincial governments. 
There are no doubts as to the existence of 
the traffic; there does not seem to be even 
an effort at concealment. Hundreds and 
thousands of Indian children have been re- 
duced to slavery, and are so held even in the 
provincial capitals of Para and Manaos. 
‘They are even held by men who hold official 
positions, and who are charged with the 
administration and enforcement of the law. 
This state of affairs is one of more import- 
ance to this country than any other question 
connected with slavery. It is even more 
serious than the open infraction of the in- 
ternational laws against the African slave- 
trade. Since 1831, Brazil has been pledged 
by a solemn treaty to suppress the intro- 
duction of slaves into her territory, but the 
African slave-trade continued, with but little 
restraint on the part of the government, for 
nearly thirty years thereafter. Bad as this 
proceeding was, it bears no comparison to 
this traffic on the Amazon. The world has 
made some progress within the last fifty 
years, and the commerce which then became 


Bae ARE LO EE NR RR Tee mF em eee oes ee 





= oon 


wear non 


ae ee 


4 gate Se 


=f 


‘ 
a 
if 
4 
if 
; 
a 
3 





46 . 


a crime because the most powerful nation of 
the world saw fit to call it so, has since 
become a crime because the moral and 
intellectual sentiment of the world has de- 
creed it so. Then, too, since 1871, Brazil 
has stood before the world in the réle of a 
slave-emancipating nation. By the law of 
1871 she declared against the continuance 
of slavery, and put the brand of extinction 
upon it. She has appealed to the sympathy 
of men in her efforts to destroy an evil 
which had already outgrown her strength 
and resources, and she has received many 
a word of encouragement and admiration 
for her courage in meeting the evil, and 
shackling it with a limitation to those then 
held in bondage. And yet, during all this 
time, even down to the present day, the 
slave-trade has been carried on throughout 
the whole empire, and thousands of free 
persons have been reduced to slavery on the 
Amazon. Not only have slave-dealers prey- 
ed upon the Indian tribes who live in Bra- 
zilian territory, but they have made regular 
expeditions into the territory of a neigh- 
bouring republic in quest of slaves. ‘The 
whole affair is so disgraceful that there are 
no words strong enough to characterise it. 
There is and can be no excuse for this 
shameful traffic; there is and can be no 
defence for the failure of the government 
to suppress it. The honor of this govern- 
ment is sacredly pledged, both by interna- 
tional treaty and by domestic legislation, to 
put down every attempt to reduce free men 
to slavery, and to punish those found guilty 
of such a crime. 


From the same number of the Rio 
News we give two clippings of a very 
opposite character. We are heartily 
glad to note the feeling shown by the 
people against the slave-trade as evinced 
by their refusal to allow slaves to be 
embarked at Ceara. We understand 
that a perfect riot, lasting some days, 
was caused by the attempt to transport 
slaves against the laws of the country. 
This is a healthy sign :— 

As the coasting steamer Pard was about 
to receive some slaves at Cearé on the 27th 
ult., a crowd of people gathered at the land- 
ing place, drove away the guard, and pre- 
vented the embarkation of the slaves. They 
also compelled the authorities to release a 
slave woman on board who was shipped at 
Maranhao and consigned to Senator Nunes 
Gongalves in the capital. There was great 
excitement for a time, and the authorities 
were powerless to suppress the disturbance. 
The demonstration was made solely against 


the slave traffic, the rioters crying * Viva 
liberty ! down with slavery !” 





A fugitive slave, according to the Aurora, 
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of Barra Mansa, was hunted by four capitaes 
do matto and some dogs in the neighbourhood 
of Valenca, during the early part of last 
month. ‘The fugitive was discovered on the 
12th, when the slave-hunters fired upon him 
and then set the dogs after him. The poor 
fellow was literally torn to pieces, dying 
soon after. On the 14th, says the Aurora, 
the body remained where the poor slave met 
his death, and the authorities of Valenga had 
taken no notice of the occurrence. 





SLAVERY IN SENEGAL. 


In our last number, page 29, we re- 
viewed a work by M. Victor Scheelcher, 
shewing that the French allowed slaves 
to be taken away by their masters, after 
they had legally obtained their freedom 
from having touched French soil, ac- 
cording to the law passed in 1848, 
which states :— 


“The axiom that the soil of France 
sets free all who touch it is applicable 
to the Colonies and possessions of the 
Republic.” 


We are now glad to quote the follow- 
ing from 7’ Afrique of March, 1881* ;— 


“An act of humanity, which will be wel- 
comed by all friends of emancipation, has 
just been performed by the Minister of 
Marine in France, who hast given instruc. 
tions to the Governor of Senegal, with a view 
of giving the utmost publicity to the law 
which establishes the principle that the soil 
of France gives freedom to the slave. Whilst 
abstaining from any steps that shall cause 
the desertion of slaves from their masters in 
the interior, the local administration shall 
give every facility for the carrying out of 
the above law, compatible with public safety. 
The law has already been extended to certain 
localities near St. Louis and Goree, and 
henceforth all I'rench establishments are to 
be subject thereto. Consequently, no slaves 
can in future be held, either in the precincts 
of French factories, nor in the villages under 
protection of the outposts, or within cannon 
range of the forts. ‘Traders from the interior 
are warned that if they bring slaves on to 
French territory, they will be free as soon 
they arrive there. Nor will their masters be 
allowed to use any force to take them away, 
nor can they claim any assistance from the 
French authorities to compel the slaves to 
return into bondage.” 

We think that M. Schelcher must feel 
great satisfaction in seeing the good results 
that have so speedily followed upon his 
spirited exposure in the French Senate of 





* L’Afrique, Explorée et civilisée, Journal 
Mensuel, Genéve. 
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this strain upon the national honor. We 
trust he will not lose sight of the subject, 
but will watch over the complete carrying 
out of the instructions lately issued to the 
Governor of Senegal. 





MR. STANLEY, 


In the same periodical we read that 
the English Consul at Loanda has 
visited Mr. Stanley on the Congo, 
where he has accomplished a portion 
of the great work he has undertaken, of 
making a road through the interior. 
He has already constructed a road of 
50 kilometres long (35 miles) and 
4 metres in width, and he has received 
waggons and asses to carry provisions. 
He has with him men brought from 
Zanzibar, and there are a number of 
Zanzibar natives now on the way to 
join him, «zd the Cape of Good Hope. 
Besides these he has 125 natives from 
the lower Congo; and the English 
Consul believes that, thanks to his 
indomitable energy and perseverance, 
he will accomplish his object, which 
will certainly go far towards opening 
up the ‘‘Heart of Africa.” It will 
be remembered that Mr. Stanley was 
sent out by the King of the Belgians, 
whose interest in African civilisation is 
unbounded. 





TIMBUCTOO. 


ANoTHER trayeller—Dr. Lenz—has 
penetrated the mysterious city of Central 
Africa, and has returned in safety. Tim- 
buctoo appears to have lost much of 
its reputed greatness; but this may 
revive if the French succeed in carry- 
ing their railway across the Sahara. 
Dr. Nachtigal found it the head-quarters 
of a large internal slave trade. 








CAPE JUBY. 


We are glad to hear that Mr. Donald Mackenzie 
has just returned, in good health, from his Seventh 
Trip to the N.W. Coast of Africa. The trading 
operations in which he is engaged will, no doubt, 
have a beneficial influence upon the wild tribes who 
inhabit that portion of the country. 
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Parliamentary. 





LABOUR TRAFFIC BETWEEN 
INDIA AND LA REUNION. 
House of Commons, Feb. 3rd, 1881. 


Mr. Errincton asked the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
if he could state what was the present 
position of the negotiations with France 
relative to the labour traffic between 
India and the Island of La Réunion ; 
whether, pending those negotiations, 
the traffic continued ; and whether Her 
Majesty’s Government had yet received 
the new French Labour Code; and, if 
so, if he would leave a copy of it in the 
Library. 

Str C. Ditxe.—The International 
Commissioners brought their labours to 
a close, for a time at least, about the 
end of September last. The French 
Government were then drawing up a 
project de décret, which it was agreed 
that the British Commissioners should 
see, to regulate the questions at issue. 
Lord Lyons has recently pressed the 
French Government for a copy of this 
decree in order that her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment may be enabled to come to an 
immediate decision as to the continuance 
of the emigration from India. Her 
Majesty’s Government had not been 
informed whether the emigration has as 
yet been prohibited by the Indian au- 
thorities, but the season will have closed 
as usual in October last, although some 
emigration may have continued by 
steamers, as the convention allows. 
With regard to the “‘ new French Labour 
Code,” I presume my hon. friend refers 
to the decree of which I have already 
spoken. 








SLAVERY IN THE SOUDAN. 


We have received very important 
letters from Khartoum, which we regret 
that, for obvious reasons, we cannot pub- 
lish in full, but a’ short statement of 
some of the facts contained therein was 
transmitted to the Editor of the Zimes, 
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and published in that journal on the 
15th inst. :— 
(To the Editor of The Times.) 


Sir,—I regret to state that the description 
of the terrible sufferings endured by Gessi 
Pacha and his followers, which resulted in 
the death of 400 of his people, as reported 
in the letter of your Egyptian Correspondent 
published yesterday, is confirmed by letters 
from Khartoum received at this office during 
the present week. 

The following information has also been 
received by this society, which entirely bears 
out the statements made by them respecting 
the increase of the slave-trade, although these 
statements have been lately impugned by 
native and Europeon employes of the Govern- 
ment. 

We hear, on undoubted authority, that 
during the month of January of this year a 
yazzia made by regular and irregular troops 
resulted in the capture of more than 10,000 
slaves and immense quantities of cattle, and 
caused the desolation of the whole country 
of the Nouars. The town of Fashoda was 
filled with the slaves, and many young chil- 
dren were seen by our informant frightfully 
disfigured with newly-made wounds. 

From more than one source we also learn 
that a document was sent from Khartoum to 
Cairo some time ago which denied that the 
slave-trade now existed, and this document 
was signed by European residents and offi- 
cials under a false impression as to the 
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nature of its contents, and their signaturcs: 
were obtained in the following manner :— 

A paper written in Arabic, and purporting 
to be merely an address of congratulation to 
Raouf Pacha on his return from a journey to 
the Abyssinian frontier, was taken round to 
all Europeans in the town, a great many of 
whom, not understanding the language, 
appended their signatures thereto. Too late, 
it was discovered that a fraud had been 
practised upon them; but the mischicf had 
been done, and it has now been given forth 
to the world, on the authority of this paper, 
that the Egyptian Government have nearly, 
if not entirely, succeeded in putting down 
the slave trade in the Soudan. 

The statement that large numbers of slaves 
were found at Fashoda, as above described, 
is sufficient evidence that the facts reported 
from time to time by this society bearing 
upon the increase of the slave-trade were 
only too true. 

Last June a deputation from the Anti- 
Slavery Society strongly urged upon the 
Foreign Office the desirability of appointing 
an English Consul with head-quarters at 
Khartoum. Surely the time has now arrived 
when such an appointment might be carried 
out. There appears to be no other way of 
exercising the necevsary supervision over the 
Egyptian officials in those remote regions. 


I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 


CHARLES H. ALLEN, Secretary. 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
55, New Broad Street, E.C., March 11. 








THE “ANTISLAVERY REPORTER.” 





NOTICE. 





The Anti-Slavery Reporter is now issued onck A MONTH, instead of bi-monthly. 


As it is thought that many persons, who would not care to see their names entered as 
subscribers to the general funds of the Society for so small a sum as five shillings, would 
nevertheless be glad to contribute that insignificant amount towards the expenses of 
printing the Reporter, it is now proposed to open a separate fund, called the “ Reporter 
Fvnp,” and it is hoped that all those friends who receive that “ periodical,’ and who do 
not already subscribe towards the Society’s funds, will kindly forward a remittance of rive 
SHILLINGS, Which will entitle them to one copy of the Reporter every month throughout the 
year. No one will feel this to be any tasden, and if all will do it the Reporter may be 
made self-supporting, instead of being, as at present, a tax upon the resources of the Society, 


Post Orrice OrpDERS, Or HALFPENNY PostaGe STAMP ay be f ’ 
83, New Broad -— oo s, may be forwarded to C. H. Allen 


Advertisements will be received for insertion on moderate terms. 


Donations and Sunscriptions for the Anti-Stavery Society will be received by the 
Treasurer, JoserpH ALLEN, by the Hon. Secretaries, and by the Secretary, 


Cuartes H. Atien, 
55, New Broad Street, E.C. 
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